




ety 





Nums. CLXXLX. 


The SPECTATOR. 










oye 
Nae 


| 3  Centuria feniorum agitant expertia frugis : 
i. Celft pretereunt auflera Potmata Rhamnes.. 
One tulit puntium qui mifcuit utile dulct, 
* Lectorem delectando, pariterque monendo. 


Hor. 
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gy May caft my Readers under two general Di- 
vilions, the AZercurial and the Saturnine. The 
firft are the gay part of my Diiciples, who re- 
quire Speculations of Wit and Humour ; the 
Fahers are thofe of a morc folemn and fober Turn, 
go find no Pleafure but in Papers of Morality and 
Mand Senfe ; the former ca!! every thing that is Se- 
hiows Stupid. The latter look upon every thing as Im- 
Wtinent that is Ludicrous. Were | always Grave 
me balf of my Readers would fall off from me: 
Mee l always Merry I thould tofe the other. I 
ipat it therefore my endeavour to find out Enter- 
Maments of both kinds, and by that means perhaps 
P@alt the good of both more than | thould do, 
a always write to the particular Talte of ei- 
Mer) As they neither of them know what | pro- 
Gd upon, the fprightly Reader, who takes up my 
Paper in order to be diverted, very often finds him- 
Rif engaged unawares in a ferious and profitable 
Courf ot Thinking ; as onthe contrary the Thought- 
fal Man, who- perhaps may hope to find fomething 
eiplid, and full of deep RefleGtion, is very often in- 
PEnfbly betrayed into a Fit of Mirth. In a word, 
eReader firs down to my Entertainment without 
tnowing his Bill of Fare, and has therefore at leaft 
thePleafure of hoping there may be a Dith to his 
ate. , 
I muft confefs, were [ left to my felf, I fhould 
ther aim at Inftruéting than Diverting; but if 
‘We will be ufeful to the World, we mult take it 
Pi we find it. Authors of profefled Severity dif- 
age the loofer part of Mankind from having 
thing to do with their Writings. A Man mutt 
¢ Virtue in him, before he will enter upon the 
ing of aSemeca or an Epictetus, The very Ti- 
‘We ofa Moral Treatife has fomething in it Auftere 
Shocking to the Carelefs and Inconfiderate. 
- For this reafon feveral unthinking Perfons fall in 
my way, who would give no attention to Ledtures 
ivered with a Religious Serioufnefs or a Philofo- 
‘ptic Gravity. They are infnared into Sentiments 
of Wifdom and Virtue when they do not think of 
Wh and if by that means they arrive only.at fuch a 
of Confideration as may difpofe them to liften 
ig ™ More ftudied and elaborate Difcourfes, I thall 
mgs “think my Speculations ufelefs. I might like- 
| Wile obferve, that the Gloominefs in which fome- 
times the Minds of the beft Men are involved, very 


often ftands in need of fuch little incitements to 
Mirth and Laughter, as are apt to difperfe Melan- 
choly, and put our Faculties in good Humour. To 
which fome will add, that the Britio Climate, more 
than any other, makes Entertainments of this na- 
ture in a manner neceffary. 

; If what | have here faid does not recommend, 
it will at leaft excufe, the Variety of my Speculati- 
ons. | would not willingly Laugh but in order to - 
Inftru@, or if I fometimes fail in this Point, when 
my Mirth ceafes to be Inftruétive, it fhall never 
ceafe tobe]nnocent, A Scrupulous Conduétin this 
Particular bas, perhaps, more Merit in it than the gemte- 
rality of Readers imagine; didthey know how many 
Thoughts occur in a point of Humour, which a di- 
{creet Author in Modefty fuppreffes; how many 
Stroaks of Raillery prefent themfelves, whicn could 
not fail to pleafe the ordinary Tafte of Mankind, 
but are ftified in their Birth by reafon of fome re- 
mote Tendency which they carry in them tocorrupt 
the: Minds of thofe who read them, did they 
know how many glances of I!I-nature are indu- 
firioufly avoided for fear of doing Injury to the - 
Reputation of another, they would be apt to think 
kindly of thofe Writers who endeavour to make 
themfelves diverting without being Immoral. One 
my apply to thefe Authors that Paflage in Wal- 
er, 


r 


Poets lofe half the Praife they would bave got, 
Were it but known what they difcreetly blot. 


As nothing is more eafie than to be a Wit with all 
the above-mentioned Liberties, it requires fome Ge- 
nius and Invention to appear fuch without them. 

What I have here faidis not only in regard to the 
Publick, but with an Eye to my particular Corre- 
fpondent who has fent me the following Letter, 
which I have caftrated in fome places upon thefe 
Confiderations. 


SIR, 


‘HAVING lately feen your Difcourfe upon 
a Match of Grinning, I cannot forbear 
‘ giving you ap account of a Whiftling Match, 
¢ which, with many others, I was entertained with 
© about three Years fince at the Bath. The Prize 


* was a Guinea, to be conferred upon the ablett 
Whittler 








* Whifller, that is, onhim who could: Whittle clear- 
* eft, and go through his Tune witiout Laughing,. 
which at the fame time he-was provoked to vy 
the Antick Poltures of a Mérry-Azdrew, who 
was to ftand upon the Stage and play his Tricks 
in the Eye of the Performer, There were three 
Competitors for the Ring. The firtt was a Plow- 
man of a very promifing Afpeé ; his Features 
were fteady, and his Muicles compofed in fo in- 
flexible a ftupidity, that upon his firft appearance 
every one gave the Guineafor loft. The Pickled- 
Herring however found the way to fhake him, 
for upon his Whiftling a Country Jigg this un- 
lucky Wagg danced to it with fuch a variety of 
Diftortions and Grimaces, that the Country Man 
could not forbear fmiling upon him, and by that 
means fpoiled his Whiftle and loft the Prize. 

¢ The next that mounted the Stage was an Under- 
Citizen of the Bath, a Perfon remarkable among 
the inferior People of ‘that Place for his great 
Wifdom and his broad Band. He contraged his 
Mouth with much Gravity, and, that he might 
difpofe his Mind to be more ferious than ordina- 
ry, begun the Tune of the Children in the Wood, 
and went through part of it with good Succefs, 
when on a fudden the Wit at his Elbow, who 
had appeared wonderfully grave and attentive for 
forme time, gave hima touch upon the left Shoul- 
‘der, and ftared him in the Face with fo bewitch- 
ing a Grion, that the Whiftler relaxed his Fibres 


eCeneenne annreeaann © 


to an open Laugh. The third who catered tre 
Lifts was a Footman, who in defiance of the 
Merry Andrew, and all his Arts, whiltled a Scorch 
Tone and an Jtalian Sonata, with fo fetled a 
Countenante, that he bore away the Prize, to the 
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who, as well as my felf, were prefent at this 
© Tryal of Skill. Now, Sir, I humbly conceive, 
‘ whatever you have determined of the Grinners, 
the Whiftiers ought to be encouraged, not only 
€ as their Art is pra&tifed without Diftortion, butas 
¢ it improves Country Mufick, promotes Gravity, 
and teaches ordinary People to keep their Counte- 
© nances, if they fee any thing ridiculous in their 
¢ Betters; belides that it feems an Entertainment ve- 
* very particularly adapted to the Bath, as it is ufual 
¢ for a Rider to Whiftle to his Horfe when he 
¢ would make his Waters pafs. 


I am, S1R, &e. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


* After having difpatched thefe two important 
‘¢ Points of Grinning and Whiftling, I hope you will 
¢ obligethe World with fomeReflections upon Yawn- 
« ing, as 1 havefeenit pra&tifed on a Twelfth-Night, 
* among other Corifimas Gambols, at the Honfe 
¢ of avery worthy Gentleman, who always enter- 
¢ tains his Tenants at that time of the Year, The 
.¢ Yawn fora Che/bire Cheefe, and begin about Mid- 
¢ night, when the whole Company is difpofed to be 
¢ drowlie. He that Yawns wideft, and at the fame 


into a kind of Simper, and at length burft out in- — 


great Admiration of fome Hundreds of Perfons, , 





* time fo naturally as to produce the moft Yawy eRe 
* mong his Speétators, carries home the Chef, MM: «': 
* you handle this Subye&t as -you ought, I quetigg MM 5 ox 
* nét but your Paper will fet half the Kingdon, 

. lersigue. ad 1 dare promife you it whe 


* make any Body fall afleep. 


Compleat Setzs of this Paper, for the Mom 

Agu, are tu be fold by rg Ral in S. Foal 
Street; Mrs. Boud at the Old Vine at Chay; 
Crofs'; Mr. Lewis under Tom's Cojfee-Houp, 

vent-Garden; Mr. Lillie, Perfumer, at the Corny 
Beaufort- Buildings; Mrs, Treganey,near Effex-Stren. 
Mrs. Boulter wextthe Rofe Tavern at Temple Bar: yy, 
Sanger at the Temple Gate; Mr. Lloyd near the Chari, 
in the Temple; Mr. Knapton in St. Pauls! Chur, 
Yard ; Mr. Round in Exchange Alley, and Mrs, Bal 
win in Warwick-lane ; where alfo may be had thife fy 
the Months of March, April, May, Fune and Fah, 


ADVERTISEMENTS 
By Her Majefty’s Company of Comedian, 


A* the Theatre Royal in Orury-Lane this prefey 
Tu {day being the 25th of this tnftant 3° ptember, will be preted 
a Comedy called the Recraiti 
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Officer, Tne Pa't of Capton Pla 
by mr. Wilks, Serjeant Kite by Mr. Litlco:rr, Castain Brazen ty, 
Cibser, Juftice Ballance Mr. K-enc, Mr.Worthy Mr, Mills, ‘Bulg 
M-. Bullock, Cofter Permain Mr.Norr.s, Thoms App'e-tree Mr, 

lick jun, Silvig Mrs. Oldfield, Melinds Mrs. Rogers, Role t 


Bickuel’. , . 
' This Day is Publith’d, 

The Charge of Ged to Jofhua, In a Sermm’ 
Preache:i before his Grace the Duke of Mariburouzh at Avenesigby, 
@eptember 9, tyit. Being the Day of Thatkiyiving for 
Lines. and tcking Bouehain, By Francis Hare, D. D. acd ch 
G-neral of her Mojefty’s Forces in the Low Councies. Price 94, 
Printed fer J. Baker at the Black Boy in Pater-nofter-row. 

Jutt Publith’d, 

‘On a Sheet of Imperial Paper, the sth Editton¢ 
The Yeung Ace.imptafit’s Remenbrancér, dive Ging himw find 
picper Debiorsand Credi ots in the moft ofual Travfactions endo 
carccrces Of Trades With the Method of Balancing Accompy ay 
Troov'errmy chem isto a new Leidger. By Tho. Mercer ot the 
Svli by Ar. Jako Lyons in Philpot-Lahe near Fenchurch ftreeg¥ 
cartlly Ceacnes « Scheme of Merchant’s- Accomp:s (by anew Mek) 
purpol-ly comp fed by thefaid Auchor to exemplify his Remembras. 

‘TO BELETT, | 

A new Brick-houfe, convenient for a Mérchant 

&e. fiturte at the uppet end of Alderfgate-ftreet, with four Room @ 


a Fleer, compleacly flb’d and wainfcortéd, Stable and Coach beak, 
Icquire of Mr. William Smith in the faid Street. ; 


On Monday the 1ft of O&ober nexe, will be Sal 
by Avétivn all the Houfhoid Goods and Furnicure, a 


Hf 


Houfe and long Room joining to the eld Bowling-Green at 
confifting of Beds and Bedding, fine Peer Glafles and Scancet, 
dow Cortaits, fine Gilt Leather Hangings, a very fine large 
Billiard Teble, and all the Utenfils belonging, made hy Mr. Rieuly 
a French Joiner: The Goods and Furniture to be feen any tiae be 
fore the Sale, Caraloguesce be hadat the faid Houfe. Note, The sd 
0 _— at 10 aClock om Monday Morning in the lovg Rome 
Ep om. H 
An Incomparable pleafant Tindture te refore te 
Senfe uf Smelling, tho” left for many Years, A few Drops of whi 
being {nud up che Nefe, infallibly Cures thofe wiv have t 
Sthell, let it prected from what Caufe fever s it admirably speed 
manner of Gdfruftions.of the Gifa&ery, or Smelling Nerves, ot 
fests and Rrengthens the Head and Brain, and revives the 
Faculty co a Miracle, effetually remsvihg whatever is tie C 
thé Diforder of chat. Senfe, and perfeStly Cures, fo a8 co cult 
Perfor to finell as quigk and well, as any ore in the Wurld, 4 
28.64. 2 Bottle. Suld only at Mr. Payne's Tayfhop at the A 
Crown ia St. Paul's Churctt- Yard aear Cheapfide, with Dire 
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LONDON: Printed for Sam. Buckley, at the Dolphin in Little- Britain ; wh 
Sold by 4. Baldwin in Warwick-Lane, nents are taken In 
Charles Lillit, Péerfumer, at the Corner of Beanford-Buildings : 
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